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Emmet Cooper Dent, M. D., of New York.— Dr. Dent was 
born in Macon, Miss., in 1857. He was a descendant of the 
Dents and Witherspoons of Maryland and South Carolina, who 
were prominent soldiers and statesmen during the Revolutionary period. 
He began the study of medicine at the University of Virginia, and com- 



Emmet Cooper Dent, M.D. 

pleted his course at the Bellevue Hospital Medical College in New York 
in 1879. His life work was the study of insanity and the care and treatment 
of the insane, and for this unfortunate class he sacrificed every personal 
interest and ambition. In January, 1879, he was appointed assistant physi- 
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cian on the medical staff of the New York City Lunatic Asylum on Black¬ 
well’s Island by the Commissioners of Public Charities. He was promoted 
to the office of assistant medical superintendent in December, 1882, and 
was appointed medical superintendent in December, 1886. On December 
8, 1886, he married Anna Lane Scott, of. Mississippi. She and two daugh¬ 
ters remain. 

In February, 1896, when the New York City asylums were reorganized 
and placed under State care. Dr. Dent, with his hospital, was transferred 
to Ward’s Island, where he served as superintendent of the female de¬ 
partment of the Manhattan State Hospital. On June 1, 1905, the two de¬ 
partments were consolidated, and he was made superintendent and treasurer 
of the entire hospital as it now exists, the largest and most modern of its 
kind in existence. 

1 o Dr. Dent is due the credit of many advances and ideas in the care 
and treattment of the insane. He was noted at home and abroad as being 
the first to introduce and develop hydrotherapy as a means of treatment, 
almost to the entire exclusion of medicines.; the introduction of camp life 
for the acute insane; the use of music and of special diversions and amuse¬ 
ments ; advanced surgical care and treatment, and of operative procedures, 
especially on the female insane. He was the author of numerous articles 
on insanity. His hospital was the first to accept the more modern views 
in psychiatry, and lias made further advance in this feature in the way of 
systematic investigation in detail and in the clerical study, he, personally, 
giving clinical lectures on the various types and manifestations of insanity 
and organizing his staff of thirty physicians into a society for the advanced 
study of psychiatry. 'Nothing of promise toward the interest of the hospital 
escaped his attention, and he was even keen and alert for the welfare of 
the five thousand unfortunates under his watchful care. 

The members of the Council of the American Medico-Psychological 
Association held a meeting at the Hotel Astor, New York City, on Tues¬ 
day, Janaury 16th, 1906, at which meeting they appointed, by formal reso¬ 
lution, a committee of three members of the Association, consisting of 
Dr. Wm. Austin Macy, Dr. George A. Smith and Dr. Charles W. Pilgrim, 
to draw resolutions expressive of the loss of their late fellow member 
and the late secretary of the Association, Dr. Emmet Cooper Dent. 

The Council further directed by resolution that the said committee 
cause a copy of the resolutions prepared by them to be forwarded to the 
immediate family of Dr. Dent, and that the said resolution also be spread 
on the minutes of the Association, and other copies be forwarded at once 
. to the principal medical journals. 

The special committee appointed by the Council have prepared the 
followin resolutions: 

Whereas, By the death of our late associate, fellow member and 
secretary, this Association has been deprived of ^>ne of its most worthy 
members and progressive workers; and, 

Whereas, We, his associates, have lost a dearly loved comrade whom 
we honored for his integrity, uprightness of character and sterling worth, 
whom we respected for his well-known high standards in professional 
and in ordinary living, whom we admired for his unselfish devotion to all 
that made for a nigher manhood, and for his steady and unflagging interest 
in the suffering humanity to which he ministered, and whom we all loved 
as an ever loyal friend and companion; therefore be it 

Resolved, That we extend to the bereaved family our heartfelt sym¬ 
pathy in their grief and the assurance that his memory will ever remain 
cherished by us. 

(Signed) Wm. Austin Macy, 

( “ ) George A. Smith, 

( “ ) Charles W. Pilgrim. 



